Andy Cato Interview for Ubuntu Cola

My relationship with Ubuntu actually came out of a DJ trip to Malawi. There’s a great club night in Liverpool called Chibuku  which they named after a pretty rough type of Malawian beer. Anyway, one of the organisers had set up a festival on the shores of a beautiful lake up in the north of the country called the Lake of Stars. They had a lot of west and east African musicians there as well as some western Djs playing and they asked if I’d do a set. It seemed like a good idea at the time and I didn’t think any more about it until I had to get on the plane. After an unplanned night in Nairobi, an unscheduled stop in South Africa, a yellow fever jab and hiring a bush pilot's plane, I got there 48 hours late. No one seemed to mind though. It was chaotic and inspiring and I met a lot of Malawians who talked me through some of the issues they face. I learned there are no simple solutions anymore. It’s not as easy as saying air freighted French beans from Africa are bad. In boycotting them you destroy the lives of African farmers who depend on our supermarkets for a living. 

Being ‘ethical’ is very fashionable these days and a lot of familiar brands have jumped on the bandwagon so you have to be able to really trust what a company says. There’s a lot of worthy speeches out there but not a lot of real action.

So when I got to hear about Ubuntu and looked into what they were doing with the  producers in Malawi I wanted to get involved. Part of the appeal is a top product combined with a modern approach to fair trade. It gives people a straightforward choice in their everyday lives. "pay a fair price for  something

that tastes good and you are directly helping make people's  lives alot better".

And not as aid, but building a sustainable business and community. Simple and transparent.

History suggests that the human race usually gets its s**t together when the chips are down. We can’t all be out there manning the barricades 24-7 but we can’t sit around sharing cups of tea and hoping the problem will just go away either. OK, so buying a can of Ubuntu cola won’t save the planet or eliminate poverty but if you were to roll this kind of thinking out across lots of everyday products you’re a long way towards seeing a real change.  Small gestures eventually add up into something much, much bigger.

